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SPENCER BOHREN - EDUCATOR 

“Spencer’s performance was so 
interdisciplinary!  He covered 
politics, economics, race 
relations, geography and 
history while telling a story 
about music.  It couldn’t have 
been better!”  Martin Volz, 
Vocal & Instrumental Dept., 
Rowan Cty. High School, 
Morehead, KY 
 
“Every child in every school 
should be exposed to this 
fascinating story,” Peggy 
Seessel, Director of Arts 
Education, ArtsMemphis, 
Memphis, TN 
 
2010 Awarded KBA (Keeping 
the Blues Alive)  from the Int’l. 
Blues Foundation for touching 
20,000 students with this show. 
 

Spencer Bohren’s documentary concert, Down the Dirt Road Blues, follows the 
journey of a single song as it travels through America’s history and culture. From  
its pre-slavery African beginning, the song slowly transforms into Mississippi 
blues, Memphis dance music, a  banjo tune from  Appalachia, Hank Williams’  
early country music, Muddy Waters’ electric Chicago blues, and finally into folk 
music and rock ‘n’ roll, with Bob Dylan and the Rolling Stones.  Spencer’s 
concurrent narrative gives students a historical context for the changes that 
drive the music forward. 
Performed on appropriate 
vintage instruments, Spencer’s 
captivating story carries listeners 
of all ages along with him on this 
amazing musical journey and 
leaves every listener with an 
appreciation for America’s 
unique treasure of traditional 
music. 

 

Length:  1 hour + Q & A 
 

Teacher’s materials available! 
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Spencer meets Indianola, Mississippi, students 
after Down the Dirt Road Blues presentation. 


